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The mission of Kainos Home & Training Center is to enable adults with developmental and intellectual disabilities 
maximize their potential while becoming active, contributing members of our community.

Fall 2025

Director's 
Note

Summer Mentor Fun!

We were thrilled to kick off our mentor program 
with both returning and new mentors in 

attendance—welcome, everyone!
The evening featured a delicious BBQ dinner 

from Armadillo Willy’s, including their signature 
chicken and cornbread. We had a great time 

connecting, enjoying music, and sharing stories.
A special thank you to the Young Men’s Service 

League (YMSL) volunteers who helped serve 
food, joined us for dinner, and stayed to clean 
up. We appreciate your support—thank you, 

YMSL!

This spring a small group of Kainos residents and staff 
took a trip to Alaska. Specifically, a Princess Cruise 
Line trip departing from San Francisco and touring the 
inner passage and Glacier Bay. On its surface, there is 
nothing spectacular about this trip but right below the 
story is one that makes me supremely proud of 
Kainos, our mission and our values.

John Wallen, a Kainos resident since 1980 received a 
grave cancer diagnosis at the end of 2024. Kainos 
acted quickly and working closely with his brother we 
were able to have him move to Petes’ Place where we 
could better support him. John acclimated well to his 
new home. He let us know that his one bucket list 
dream was to take a cruise, a Princess Cruise to 
Alaska. We asked John whom he would like to 
accompany him. He requested Olga MacFarlane, a 
long-time staff that has worked with John over a 
period of decades. We expanded the group to include 
his housemates Greg Tracey and Connie Steingrube 
and friend Dane Wilton. Ashley Stilleson joined as an 
additional support staff.

Ashley was kind enough to send a steady stream of 
photos back to Kainos as the trip proceeded. It was 
clear that Olga and Ashley were showing the group a 
wonderful time. Photos of bright glaciers, bright 
smiles and lots of laughter brightened our days at 
Kainos.

When they returned, I asked John what he thought of 
the trip. He said it was perfect. I asked what he liked 
the most and he replied, “Absolutely every moment.” 
John has settled back into Petes’ Place and is living 
each day to the fullest.

Continued on Page 2
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Welcome to our 
New Kainos Resident

Jemry Grona

Assistant Program 
Manager

Triplex Home

Stacia Schober

Employment 
Services 

Coordinator

Welcome to our New Staff 
Noah Curiel-Miranda

Noah, in the middle above with his house mates, just moved into 
La Vista and we are happy to have him here!  He enjoys watching 

TV and especially music by the Wiggles. 

Kainos in Motion: Employment Success; 
Service with Heart

Through Kainos’ Employment Services, we don’t just celebrate new beginnings, we honor the staying 
power of purpose and connection in the workplace. The following stories remind us of what’s 
possible when individuals are given the opportunity, support, and encouragement to thrive. 

As a fresh face at Grey’s Paints in Menlo Park, Dane Wilton has quickly become a valued member of 
the team. In just a few short months, Dane’s consistency, professionalism, and dedication have 
made a lasting impression. His positive energy not only keeps the daily workflow running smoothly 
but also uplifts team morale, serving as a reminder of the power of showing up with pride and 
devotion. Perhaps the most inspiring stories come from those whose journeys have spanned 
decades. 

Several of our clients, who began working at local grocery stores such as Lucky’s in Redwood City 
and San Carlos, are now celebrating remarkable milestones: Doug Kannenberg marks 20 years, and 
Charles Schutte celebrates an incredible 30 years of continuous employment. Meanwhile, Lukas 
Draper recently reached 10 years of service in the café at Gilead Sciences in Foster City. 

These anniversaries are far more than just numbers—they’re powerful reminders of what’s possible 
when individuals are welcomed into workplaces that value consistency, inclusion, and long-term 
growth. Over the years, these team members have become trusted, familiar presences who help 
shape the culture of their organizations and foster meaningful connections that ripple throughout 
the community. Their stories highlight the strength of purposeful support and the enduring impact 
of meaningful work. These stories reflect what we aim to cultivate every day: meaningful careers, 
mutual respect, and long- term success. Because when people feel seen and supported, they don’t 
just contribute, they lead, inspire, and last. continued on Page 4 and 5
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In a deeply saddening yet strangely providential coincidence, Greg received a 
diagnosis similar to John's upon returning from the trip—and once again, the 
Kainos community is coming together to support him.  We will be able to care for 
both men (who have both lived at Kainos for 45 years) for care for the rest of 
their lives through treatment, palliative care and hospice care. This level of 
commitment and the ability to meet our clients needs through the spectrum of 
their lives is unique. I am honored to be a part of an organization where heart 
and care are at the core of our mission.

-Andy

Director's Note continued
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The following is a list of donations gratefully received between 
April 29, 2025 through July 21, 2025

Kainos Home & Training Center is very thankful to all of its generous contributors.  
With your assistance, Kainos is able to continue its mission to help adults with developmental 

disabilties become active, contributing members of our community.

THANK YOU!
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Jim & Vera Bennett
Jeff & Sybille Draper
James & Carole Fogelstrom
John & Linda Hurzel
Barry Jolette & Sally Tappy
Peter & Fredda Morris
Lori Nathanson & Beder Contreras       
Melissa Nathanson & Eric Freedman
Mark & Stacie Luttrell       
Gary Nelson       
Gloria Shiff       
James & Lia Whitehead  

Carol & C. Paxton Davis Jr.       
Dr. John Edwards       
John & Patricia Giosso       
Robert & Christine Gnam       
Bob & Janet Grubb       
Vince & Bruna Ippolito       
Patrick McLoughlin       
Rick Phister       
Susan Smith       
David & Kathryn Steinbaugh  

Frank & Kathy Bartaldo, Jr.       
Robert & Kathryn Bedbury       
Virginia & Richard Buzzard       
Lillian Coehlo       
Deanna Dooley
Sheryl Munoz-Bergman & Tato Munoz 
Susan & Allen Frisch       
Stan & Teresa Kangas       
John & Nikki Noce       
Michael Scanlon       
Debbi Jones-Thomas       
Ron & Joan Wachter       
Helmut Keller & Maria Wong  

Keith & Sandra Bautista       
Paul & Maryann Bensi       
Edward & Joan De Brincat       
Fred & Janet Brinkop       
Dennis & Linda Kay Damico       
Tina Dress       
Richard & Jenifer Gardella       
Arlene Halford
Audrey Hargis       
Vivian Ho
Diana & Stephen Kadash       
Dawn Kelly
Chris & Victoria Lianides       
Michael & Marilyn Lynch       
Thomas McDonnell
Betty Miller       
Bill Nicolet       
Marion Oster       
Karen & Frank Schwarz       
Lorraine Tracey       
Connie Uccelli       
Janice Uccelli  

Anthony Marques & Lisa Cardoza
Betty Kirk       
Alice Romao       
Carol & Jerry Sturdivant       
Arthur & Charleen White  

Carol Fanucchi       
Peter & Kathleen Kolster       
Patricia Bode Kunakov & Bruce Kunakov       
Olga Mairani       
Michael & Theresa Marymee  
Larry & Toni Wilson

Platinum
Gold

Bronze Copper Iron

Silver

Large Donations Continued on Page 6

Nick Allen
Assistance League of San Mateo County

Atkinson Foundation
Jim and Vera Bennett

Breton Birkhofer
Liza Bizzarro

Marcia Brandt
Shirley and Jerome Carlson

Michael Carp
Jimmer Castignani

Dawn and Walt Coffman
Carol and C. Paxton Davis Jr.

Byron Deeter
DivcoWest

Jeff and Sybille Draper
Jack and Eileen Easterbrook

Dr. John Edwards  



Benjamin Elder
Robert Feigenbaum
Al and Sarah Filice

Estate of Alice Filios
James and Carole Fogelstrom

Todd Ford
Doug Gans

Jody Gessow
John and Patricia Giosso

David Glickman
James Gnam

Robert and Christine Gnam       
Bob and Janet Grubb

Matt Haden
Samuel Hamilton       

Susan Hasse
Richard Hedvall  
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When presented with the idea, his eyes lit up he was all in! With the support of Raul Martinez, his dedicated TDS 
staff member, Matthew embarked on a day of exploration at Hidden Villa. 

The two spent time walking the trails, meeting the team, and diving into the rhythm of the farm’s volunteer 
operations. The moment Matthew arrived, something just clicked. The environment was peaceful, purposeful and it 
gave him a true sense of belonging. This wasn’t just a visit. It was an invitation to be part of something bigger. 

Whether tending to the chickens, learning sustainable farming practices, or simply experiencing the fulfillment of 
contributing to a cause, Matthew embraced each moment with curiosity and pride. It wasn’t just a volunteer 
opportunity it was a chance to do something meaningful alongside someone who believed in his abilities. With 
Raul’s encouragement and guidance, Matthew took brave steps into unfamiliar territory and flourished. The 
experience reflected the heart of Kainos’ mission: unlocking potential through trust, support, and connection to 
community. 

If you'd like to see this incredible place for yourself, Hidden Villa is celebrating its 100th anniversary this year,  
making it the perfect time to visit this Fall and witness the legacy in action.

Employment Spotlight: New Horizons at Hidden Villa

Nestled in the heart of Los Altos, California, Hidden Villa became more 
than just a scenic space for Matthew Eatman, it became a doorway to 
personal growth, independence, and discovery. Served through Kainos 
and a vibrant participant in Tailored Day Services (TDS), Matthew was 
introduced to the opportunity through a thoughtful connection. 

"Coming to Hidden Villa opened up a whole new world for 
me" Matthew shared.  "I didn’t know I could enjoy something like 
this so much—being outdoors, helping out, and feeling like I’m part 
of something real" - Matthew Eastman – (Kainos Client) 

"Watching Matthew find his rhythm here has been incredible" said 
Raul. "He’s taken on each new challenge with heart, and it’s a 
reminder of how powerful it is to simply believe in Matthew and 
walk beside him." - Raul Martinez (Tailor Day Services Staff)
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Kainos has a new Logo!
We are so pleased to be kicking 
off our next 50 years with this 
logo which reflects where we've 

been and where are going.  
Thank you for joining us on this 

journey.

continued on Page 5
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Another Kainos Value = 
Authenticity

Continued from previous page

Nicole recently began a new role at Hurrica Restaurant & 
Bar in Redwood City, California, a placement that not only 
aligns with her background in hospitality, but also brings her 
personal and professional passions full circle. With years of 
experience working for Bon Appétit at the Google Campus in 
Mountain View, 

Nicole has long demonstrated a talent for providing 
exceptional service and creating welcoming environments for 
others. Now, with the support of her dedicated job 
coach, Rocio Gallegos, Nicole is stepping into this next 
chapter with confidence and pride. The transition to Hurrica 
has already brought exciting moments of discovery. Nicole is 
eager to apply her knowledge in a new setting while also 
learning new systems, connecting with her team, and building 
fresh routines that promote both independence and joy. 

This opportunity represents more than just employment. For 
Nicole, it’s a return to the work she loves, with renewed 
energy and a support system that believes in her every step 
of the way.

Employment Spotlight: Nicole’s New Chapter - 
Hospitality, Growth, and Purpose at Hurrica 

Restaurant & Bar
"The team at Hurrica is very supportive, 
understanding and welcoming."
      Nicole Dokonal – (Kainos Client)

We cultivate a space 
where all 

contributions are 
encouraged, poeple 

are fully present 
and transparent, 

feel safe to be who 
they are, and 
represent the 
Kainos values.
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Kainos Likes to Celebrate!
Music in the Park at Stafford 

BBQ at La Vista Home

To visit Hurrica and say hi to Nicole stop by for a cocktail or make a 
reservation by calling (650) 499-4858 or going online to 

www.hurrica.restaurant.
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From

From

Sylvia Marie Nelson
September 24, 1943  
- February 11, 2025

Page 6

Sylvia Nelson was a true 
champion of Kainos and 

our mission.

Her vibrant presence at our 
special events—especially 
the Kainos Fashion Show—
added a touch of glamour 
and heart. Sylvia not only 
supported our clients but 
brought along family and 
friends to share in the joy 
and witness their moment 

to shine.
She will be dearly missed 
and forever remembered.

Bob and Donna Schreiber       
Dr. John Edwards       
Andrew and Ginny Frisch       
Shirley Wilson       
Clem and Diane Smith       
Dr. John Edwards
John and Patricia Giosso       
Robert and Christine Gnam       
Richard Hedvall       
Kristen Noce       
Mark and Kathleen LaGrave       
Mark and Kathleen LaGrave       
Carol Toomey       
Tracey Tozzi       
Daniel and Judith Olander
Susan Smith       
Bill Hroziencik       
Lisa Ann Stathas       
Ann Morrison
Aki & Mihoko Tomita       
Al and Sarah Filice       
Susan Smith  

Robert Bassett Jr.       
Michelle Baumbach       
Michelle Baumbach       
Carol Cartozian        
Beverly Caruso       
Julie Flahavan
Lorraine Giosso       
Tom Gnam       
Barbara Hedvall       
Sandee Jennings       
Alla La Grave        
Thomas La Grave Sr.       
Tom La Grave Sr.       
Thurman Nichols on his 75th Birthday        
Richard Panelli       
Joyce Phipps       
Janet Thomas        
Janet Thomas       
Eric Tomita
Eric Tomita       
Debra Uccelli       
Bruce Warner   

In Memory of..

In Honor of..
Mike Agramon       
Kainos staff       
Janay LaGrave       
Janay LaGrave       
Janay LaGrave       
Peter Matthes and the Triplex Home     
Kim Millard       
Alex and Benji Munoz' 26th birthdays       
Petes' Place       
Susan Regan
Robb Smith       
Liz Zirbes and all Kainos Staff  

Mikhail and Elena Tsypkin
Beth and Michael Walker       
Victor Donchenko       
Mark and Kathleen LaGrave       
Carol Toomey       
Anne and Bruce Robertson       
Mikhail and Elena Tsypkin       
Roz Bergman       
Amy Colmen       
Susan Hasse
Betty Miller       
Mikhail and Elena Tsypkin  

Large Donations
Diane Howard

John and Linda Hurzel
Intero Foundation Inc.

Vince and Bruna Ippolito
Mark and Stacie Luttrell

Patrick McLoughlin
Elena Miller

Monterra Credit Union
Peter and Fredda Morris

James Naftzger
Lori Nathanson and Beder Contreras

Melissa Nathanson and Eric Freedman
Gary Nelson

Estate of Sylvia Nelson
Michael Pelletier

Rick Phister
Margaret Pogue

Randall and Cindy Pond
Christopher Ponig

Christian Prelle
Kerry Reef 

Emily Richardson
Anne and Bruce Robertson
Dr. and Mrs. Michael Ruder

Brad Scott
Sequoia Healthcare District

Megan Sherman
Gloria Shiff

Jonathan and Jamie Shiff
Shiff Family Foundation

Stuart and Josie Shiff
Susan Smith

David and Kathryn Steinbaugh
Barry Jolette and Sally Tappy

Truebeck Construction
Stephen Van Dusen

John and Nancy Venezia
Beth and Michael Walker

Gregg Walker
James and Lia Whitehead

Shirley Wilson
John Winther

continued from Page 3
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Donations

Donate Online Any Time!
US this QR Code to go to our donation page.

Donations@KainosUSA.org
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David   Aberman       
Todd Ahern       
Sharon Bagley       
J.J. Bagnani       
Christiane Barth       
Keith and Sandra Bautista       
Robert and Kathryn Bedbury       
Paul and Maryann Bensi       
Roz Bergman       
Edward and Joan De Brincat       
Fred and Janet Brinkop       
Virginia and Richard Buzzard       
Anthony Marques and Lisa Cardoza       
Tor Churton       
Patricia A Clothier       
Lillian Coehlo       
Craig Cole       
Amy Colmen       
Joanna Dagum       
Dennis and Linda Kay Damico       
Brian Desler       
Victor Donchenko       
Deanna Dooley       
Mia Doster       
Elisabeth Doxsee       
Tina Dress       
Carol Fanucchi       
Joseph Fernando       
Richard Fraher       
Andrew and Ginny Frisch  
Kristen Gao       
Richard and Jenifer Gardella       
Daniel Gregg       
Mark Haberman       
Arlene Halford       
Desiree Hansen       
Emily Hanson       
Broderick Higby       
Vivian Ho       
Bill Hroziencik       
Tyler Issadore       
Gayle Johnson       
Frank and Kathy Bartaldo, Jr.       
Stan and Teresa Kangas       
Dawn Kelly       
Betty Kirk       
Ben Knight       
Peter and Kathleen Kolster       
Patricia Bode Kunakov and Bruce Kunakov       
Mark and Kathleen LaGrave       
Rob and Carolyn Lajoie       
Craig Larsen       
Chris and Victoria Lianides       
Michael and Marilyn Lynch       
Lucy Lyons       
Olga Mairani       
Christina Morris and Gabe Maldonado

Michael and Theresa Marymee       
Thomas McDonnell      
 Kathleen McLoughlin  
Jake Michaels       
Scott Morris       
Ann Morrison       
Sandra Neff       
Bill Nicolet       
Glen and Mary Nissen       
Kristen Noce       
John and Nikki Noce       
Daniel and Judith Olander       
Nancy Olsen       
Abhi Opesh       
Marion Oster       
Manuel Padilla       
Wade Painter       
Anna Parker       
Robin Prior       
Caroline Reynolds       
Alice Romao       
Carl Roque       
Darlene Rutkowski       
SAMCAR       
Michael Scanlon       
Bob and Donna Schreiber       
Karen and Frank Schwarz       
Mike Scott       
Daisy Segal       
Amy Selmi       
Cathy and Randy Smith       
Clem and Diane Smith  
Lisa Ann   Stathas       
Carol and Jerry Sturdivant       
Jayne Sungail               
Debbi Jones-Thomas               
Carol Toomey       
Tracey Tozzi       
Lorraine Tracey       
Mikhail and Elena Tsypkin       
Connie Uccelli       
Janice Uccelli       
Monterra Credit Union       
Carla Vives       
Ron and Joan Wachter       
Evelyn Welling       
J. Arthur and Charleen White       
Larry and Toni Wilson       
Nicole Wilson       
Alex Wilson       
Helmut Keller and Maria Wong       
Susan Wright       
Francesca Zappula  



Kainos Home & Training Center
3631 Jefferson Ave.

Redwood City, CA  94062

DATED MATERIAL
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Please email us your name and address if there have been any changes 
or if you would like to be removed from our mailing list.  Thank you!

Communications@KainosUSA.org

Do you have a car you can donate to Kainos?
  We will help you process the donation through 

Cars2Charities.  It's as easy as 1 - 2 - 3!
Let us know!  

donations@kainosusa.org

Someone Elses' Closet
Wed., September 17 thru 

Tues., September 23!
10am - 5pm Daily 

Get Ready to SHOP!
Now accepting donations of new and gently used 

quality women’s clothing, handbags, shoes, 
accessories & jewelry

 - both costume and estate pieces.



Contact to arrange donation drop off:
Lizabizzarro@me.com   650.208.8502

Dianehoward907@gmail.com  650.208.4774

Grand Bay Hotel
Redwood City

October 4, 2025

Gala 
2025


