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Our Mission
The mission of Kainos Home & Training Center is to enable adults with developmental and intellectual disabilities 

maximize their potential while becoming active, contributing members of our community.
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Helping adults with developmental and 
intellectual disabilities live their best lives.

Kainos
Klarion

GALA
2024

A  S a l u t e  t o  O u r  S t a r s

A Salute to Our Stars Gala was a night to 
remember! Held at the Grand Bay Hotel in 
Redwood Shores on Saturday October 26th.  
Kainos welcomed 325 guests to honor our Stars, 
those we serve here at Kainos.

After a sweet invocation from our 2023 Citizen of 
the Year, Eyra Alonzo, we recognized Rudy 
Aguilar, Hector Carlos, Mary Dempsey, 
NicoleDokonal, Allison Easterbrook, Sharon 
Erickson, Greg Fogelstrom, Jayne Glascock, 
Jesse Junglas, Kristin Kilty, Larry Knox, Sione 
Mafileo, Pam Naftzger, Jabri Perkins, Diane 
Phillips, Bridget Ruff, Susan Regan, Alex 
Schneider, Stacy Schreiber, Grant Stevens, 
Chauncey Tannyhill, Greg Tracey, Brian 
Walker and David Widdra with our Special 
Recognition Award for their continued efforts 
to make a difference in their community and 
their constant hard work to live out their 
dreams.

Andy Frisch had the honor of saluting our 
Shining Star Awards to the top achievers in 
each of the Kainos programs.  These folks 
includedKayla Belick, Dominique Davalos, 
Lukas Draper, Tony Duncan, Patty Eason, 
Pablo Puerto, Jordan Vasquez and Simone 
Wright.  Their achievements throughout the 
year were indeed shining and enveloped the 
spirit of Kainos. 

Our highest honor,Citizen of the Year, went to 
John Wallen.  John who has been a resident of 
Kainos for 4 decades, a man who has 
contributed to his community and an individual 
that has made the differences in not only his life 
but those he is surrounded by.  John has faced 
health challenges this year and continues to stay 
positive, joyful and determined!

Kainos is tremendously grateful to our clients, 
our community mentors, families and friends 
that joined us for the joyful celebration of our 
awesome clients!

Donations & Gifts 



Welcome to our New Kainos Staff 



Ann Bautista is our new Assistant Manager in 

our Adult Beginnings (AB) Home.
 Owen Brillantes started in our AB Home as a 

Direct Care Professional in early November.



Barbara Rovins, 
President

Jack Castle, Secretary
Glen Nissen, Treasurer



Executive Members

Liza Bizzarro
Shirley Carlson

Jack Easterbrook
Ellen Haas

Diane Howard
Debbi Jones-Thomas

Henry Thierry
Paula Uccelli
Sally Vitello

Director's Note
On October 26th, Kainos held our 
39th Achievement Challenge Gala. 
It was a joyous evening filled with 
celebration. John Wallen was 
named our citizen of the year. His 
award was presented to him by 
former Mayor Ian Bain (pictured to 
the right with his wife Robbie 
Moffat). This was made extra 
special since Ian had worked with 
John in the late 1980’s.

by Andy Frisch

I was given the opportunity to make some remarks and as I often 
do, I spoke about how the real work at Kainos and the magic, is in 
building community. A place where one feels safe, supported and 
nurtured. That foundation allows us all the opportunity to take 
risks and to grow.  Ian’s role in delivering John’s award was one 
more testament to our long and varying relationships within our 
greater environs and to our achievement in building a great 
Kainos network.

It has been with real intention and purpose, that we have worked 
to create that sense of community. Historically, our clients have 
been marginalized and their lives have been seen as 
unimportant. I still shudder when I recall my first experiences of 
working with people who were being warehoused in state 
institutions. Kainos was built as a horrified reaction to that. A 
sense of community was a key weapon, in Kainos’ formation, 
creation and success.  We have done everything, since our 
inception, to help clients integrate into their homes and towns 
and to dismantle those walls or barriers.

Our work is driven with the spirit of love and acceptance. It starts 
with a fundamental acceptance of each person for who they are, 
strengths, weaknesses, commonalities and unique 
characteristics. And in all of our work, our screening of 
employees, our training, our philosophy and our approach, love 
for the people we support underlies everything.

I often marvel at the enormous luck that I have had to wind up at 
Kainos. I feel so proud and blessed to be a part of an organization 
that values the love and acceptance of all. I hope that you all 
share in that blessing through your association with Kainos.
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"When I left the Gala 
everyone was busy dancing 
the night away ;) What a fun 
event! I'm so grateful to have 
found Kainos. It was such a 
wonderful experience!
I'd love to come back next 
year if you'll have me" - 
Nicole Wilson, a 2024 Mentor 
is on the right with her friend 
and mentee Robin.

Our very own John Wallen, shown above, who 
happens to be the Kainos 2024 Citizen of the Year, 
is an artist!  And in a wonderful connection made 
this year with Bobbi Baumgartner, a new mentor 
and old Kainos friend, we got to see some of his 
wonderful work from 1983!  Thank you for sharing 
these with us after all of these years! 

We are so thankful for our 
2024 Mentors!

The Kainos Mentor Program 2024 came 
to an end with our Gala on October 26th.

 What fun we had seeing old friends and 
making new ones!  See you next year.

And if you're new and would like to be 
added to our list to contact next year 

please send an email to 
Volunteer@KainosUSA.org.

What is Kainos 
Thankful For Today?

July

September

August

July was our Kick Off party 
and then we enjoyed ice 
cream together with our 
mentees at their homes.

In August we met at two live 
music shows and got to eat 
dinner and dance together.

Can you say Oktoberfest?  We 
did and met at our local 

Redwood City Pub in the Park 
on a sunny Saturday.  Then 
we got to see our friends in 

their homes for dinner.

MEN
TOR

Shout out!



THANK YOU!
The following is a list of donations gratefully received between 

August 31, 2024 through October 31, 2024
Kainos Home & Training Center is very thankful to all of its generous contributors.  

With your assistance, Kainos is able to continue its mission to help adults with developmental 
disabilties become active, contributing members of our community.
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Top Donors

Atkinson Foundation
The Baumbach Family
Frank & Liza Bizzarro

Jerry & Shirley Carlson
The Corrigan-Walla Foundation

Erik Corrigan
Sean Corrigan
Jack Ditty Trust

Dr. John Edwards
DivcoWest

Jack and Eileen Easterbrook
Alice Filios

Endue Foundation
James & Carole Fogelstrom

J H Robbins Foundation
Todd Ford

Tara Fowler Saccuman
Frances H. Ellison Fund
Andrew & Ginny Frisch

Hannig Sail It Forward Foundation

Christine Hatton
Corry Higgins

Dr. Steven & Diane Howard
Kevin Johnson
Laurel Miranda
Bob Morehead

Peter & Fredda Morris
Brian & Dianne Morton

Sally Morton
Rick Phister

Sequoia Healthcare District
Gloria Shiff
Josie Shiff

Jonathan Shiff
Susan Smith

Marilyn Territo
Paula Uccelli
Sally Vitello

Ronald Wachter
Beth & Michael Walker

Ian Bain
Joan Baumbach

Vera & Jim Bennett
Shirley & Jerry Carlson

Al Davila
Kate DiGiacomo

Dr. John Edwards
Dave & Karyl Erickson

Alice Filios
Jeanine & Basil Ford

Richard Fraher
Roger Frey

Jack Greenalch

Bill Hroziencik
Jim Learned
Doug Levick

Jeannie Houston
Carl Mickey

James Naftzger
Rick Phister
Karen Roach

JoAnn Scribante
Sue Smith

Nancy Soliz
David & Kathryn Steinbaugh

Lorraine Tracey

Lifetime 
Members

Special thanks to all of those donors who gave $10k or 
more this calendar year or were a premium event sponsor.
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Large Donations

Thank you for more Fashion Show
 Fund-A-Need Donations

*Prosper & Mary Lou 
Neumann 



*Mary Conway

Jim and Vera Bennett       
John and Raegene Castle
Mary Conway       
Jeff and Sybille Draper       
Alice Filios       
Dr. Steven and Diane Howard       
James Naftzger       
Gary Nelson       
Randall and Cindy Pond       
Rick Phister       
Shauna Marie Rose       
Gwynn Vitello       
Dr. John Edwards       
Andrew and Ginny Frisch       
Christine Hatton       
Elizabeth Lewis       
Prosper and Mary Lou Neumann
Optimist Club of Redwood City        
Robert and Janette Park       
Mark D. Phillips       
Russell Regan       
Susan Smith       
Beth and Michael Walker       
Paula Uccelli       
Hannig Sail it Forward Foundation    
Dianne and Brian Morton       
Sally Morton       
The Corrigan-Walla Foundation  

Honorarium

Ian Bain
Barbara Rovin's Birthday

Janay LaGrave
Janay LaGrave
Janay LaGrave
Janay LaGrave
Janey LaGrave

Fredda and Brian Morris
Dianne Morton

Barbara Rovin's Birthday
Barbara Rovin's Birthday

Marilyn Territo's Birthday
Marilyn Territo's Birthday

Paula Uccelli's Birthday
Paula Uccelli's Birthday
Paula Uccelli's Birthday

Sally Vitello

Kaia Eakin and Bryan Beck
Marilyn A. Territo       
Victor Donchenko       
Michael and Adrienne Delfino
Yolanda Tarango       
Victor Donchenko       
Mark and Kathleen LaGrave       
Elizabeth Shrank Yapp       
Elizabeth Lewis       
Paula Uccelli
Yvette Haworth
John and Raegene Castle       
Yvette Haworth       
Jack and Dee Bartkiewicz       
Danford Fisher Hannig Foundation       
Yvette Haworth       
Shauna Marie Rose and Raymond R. Sullivan  

In honor of From
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In Memoriam
FromIn memory of

Janet Thomas
Feb. 27, 1946 - Oct. 15, 2024

Janet was such a big part of the heart of Kainos and our 
community.  She will be remembered for her kindred 
spirit, zest for life, boundless energy and her selfless 
humanity.  She made friends everywhere she went and so 
many of us met and loved her at Kainos.  We will miss her 
bright smile every day.

Barbara Hedvall
Alla LaGrave and Thomas LaGrave

Julie Leach
Thurman Nichols

Janet Rettig
Pat Stikkers

Janet Thomas
Janet Thomas

Eric Tomita
Margo Zanzinger

Richard Hedvall
Mark and Kathleen LaGrave       
John and Raegene Castle       
Ian Bain and Robbie Moffat       
Randall and Cindy Pond       
Susan Smith       
Andy and Ginny Frisch
Kristen Noce       
Ann Morrison       
Susan Smith  
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Donations

Scan here to make your 
2024 donation online!

Or email us at 
donations@kainosusa.org

Walter and Karen Andrade       
Teresa Ribeiro and Kuno Anselm       
Gail Bagby       
Sharon Bagley       
Deborah Baker       
Christiane Barth       
Jack and Dee Bartkiewicz       
Kaia Eakin and Bryan Beck       
Robert and Kathryn Bedbury       
Dan and Kathy Belick       
Virginia and Richard Buzzard       
Hector M. Carlos       
Shirley and Jerome Carlson       
Mary Carrigan       
Barbara Chan       
Johnathon Choi       
Patricia A Clothier       
Dawn and Walt Coffman       
Amy Colmen       
Piers and Sally Cooper       
Stephanie Corrigan       
Bob and Nora D'Acquisto       
Michael and Adrienne Delfino       
Anne Dempsey       
Dick and Ginny Dodge       
Victor and Yvonne Donchenko       
Jack and Eileen Easterbrook       
Rosalie Emanuel       
Lisa Ferdinandsen       
Anne Fillin       
James and Carole Fogelstrom       
Carrie and John Follett       
Robin and Robert Foucrault       
Richard Fraher       
Betty Garcia       
Mark and Laurie Garfield       
Dorene T. Goad       
Greg and Beth Goddard       
Judith Greenalch       
Bob and Janet Grubb       
Mark Haberman       
Yvette Haworth       
Richard Hedvall       
Frank and Nancy Hegarty       
Trynie Hermary       
Emma Hmelar       
Cherie Ho       
John and Lisa Hutar       
Julie Hyde       
James and Kathy Janz       
Gayle Johnson       
Debbie Kielty  

Kevin and Sheila Kilty       
Judy Koeppen       
Mark and Kathleen LaGrave       
Robert and Carolyn Lajoie       
Lillian Lamotte       
Robert and Linda Leggero       
Leslie Leland       
Lucy Lyons       
Christina Morris and Gabe Maldonado       
Kathleen McLoughlin       
Efrain and Patricia Mendoza       
Ian Bain and Robbie Moffat       
Peter and Fredda Morris       
Ann Morrison       
Matthew Nathanson       
Glen and Mary Nissen       
Nancy Olsen       
Ben Pettigrew       
Robin Prior       
Geraudo and Mary Kate Puerto       
Gina and Bill Reidy       
Ellen Riddell       
Carl Roque       
Dr. and Mrs. Michael Ruder       
Robert and Marjorie Ruff       
Darlene Rutkowski       
Peter Sardelich       
Stephen and Bonnie Schreiber       
Amy Selmi       
Gloria Shiff       
Cathy and Randy Smith       
Lisa Ann Stathas       
David and Kathryn Steinbaugh       
Maggie and John Streets       
Gene Suarez       
Karen Van Swearingen       
Yolanda Tarango       
Lauren Teel       
Kenneth Tehaney       
Marilyn A. Territo       
Debbi Jones-Thomas       
Lorraine Tracey       
Connie Uccelli       
Sally Vitello       
Carla Vives       
Ron and Joan Wachter       
Clinton and Jacqueline Ward       
Nicole Wilson       
Larry and Toni Wilson       
Larue Wilton       
Susan Wright       
Elizabeth Shrank Yapp       
Margaret Ruby Young  
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3631 Jefferson Ave.

Redwood City, CA  94062

DATED MATERIAL
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Please email us your name and address if there have been any changes 
or if you would like to be removed from our mailing list.  Thank you!

communications@KainosUSA.org

SAVE THE DATE!
Kainos Annual Golf Tournament

Monday, May 5, 2025
Stanford Golf Course

MeeSun Boice, Co-Founder and Parke Ulrich, 
Executive Chef & Co-Founder of Hurrica Restaurant 
with Beth Goddard, Kainos and Maureen Sanders, 

retired speech therapist and Kainos volunteer.

Any questions?  Please email us at communications@kainosusa.org
 


